
Minutes from St. James Parish Council Meeting – 5/25/2021 

 

In Attendance:  Mike Makhlouf, Father Tizio, Melonni Shields, Helen Long, Jeannette List, Rick Eyer, 

Trina Siegrist, Matt Morgan, Marcello Medini, Bill Armstrong, Deacon Ken DiPaola, Ronnie Reynolds, 

Scott McNelis, Betty Jean Schultz, Bob Poling, Deacon Tom Owsinski, Jackie Owsinski 

 

Absent:  Father O’Blaney, Rose Barnas 

 

Call to Order:  Mike Makhlouf called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

Prayer Service: Father Tizio and Deacon Ken lead the Prayer service. 

Minutes: April 27th meeting minutes were approved; motion made to accept 1st Marcello Medini, 2nd 

Melonni Shields. 

Areas of Mission 
 
Pastoral (Rick):  

• Report recap (refer to the Pastoral Report 5/25/2021 document for full details) 
o Respect Life:  A Woman’s Concern reception was held in SJH with 40 attendees; 

donations were collected. 
o Scouts:  Boy Scouts have been meeting weekly and had two courts of honor since 

November.  A nice number of scouts have joined from local Cub Scout packs this spring.  
80% of the new scouts have been active, so hopefully after the pandemic wanes the 
numbers can bounce back up a little.  There are 29 scouts signed up for summer camp, 
one more than was signed up for camp last year. 

o Cub Scouts:  Want to thank the church for making space available for the pack. With 
creativity, they managed to make it work and had almost 100%advancement of the 24 
cub scouts who were participating. 

o Parish Welcome Dinner:  Kathleen was not aware of the Pastoral Council Welcome 
Letter and phone calls to New Parishioners. She was happy that this was done, since it 
was not possible to hold the dinners. She was disappointed she was not asked to 
participate, I told her we were giving her a break this time. Through this discussion, I 
realized she usually gets very little response to the invitation that is sent to the new 
parishioners for the dinner and she then calls everyone that has not responded to the 
invitation. I told her many of us enjoyed talking with the new parishioners in response to 
the Pastoral Council Welcome Letter and we would be willing to help with the calls so 
she does not have to do that herself. A dinner is planned for the fall at this time.  NOTE:  
it was suggested that, once council members call the new parishioners for the Welcome 
Dinner RSVP, they communicate the information to Paige; she can consolidate and 
provide Kathleen with one document. 

o Knights of Columbus:  Starting up again in person; someone is coming to the next 
council meeting to set up the Eucharistic Miracles in SJH.  They are looking to help 
spearhead a project.   

o Parish Health Ministry:  Emphasize that everyone wear their masks properly during the 
entire Mass (since time of report, mask guidance has changed). 



Liturgy (Jackie): 

• Report recap (refer to the Parish Council Liturgy Report May 2021 document for full details) 
o Mask requirements for fully vaccinated lifted (weekend May 15-16, 2021) 
o See Father O’Blaney’s letter dated May 21, 2021 for COVID restrictions imposed upon 

the parish by the Diocese of Harrisburg beginning to be lifted. 
o The following should still remain in place at all parishes in the Diocese until further 

notice: 
o Distribution of the Precious Blood to the lay faithful remains suspended. 
o Vessels on the altar are to remain covered throughout the Eucharistic Prayer. 
o Masks are to be worn by the ordinary and extraordinary ministers during the 

distribution of Holy Communion. 
o Hand sanitation for the distribution of Holy Communion should remain in place. 
o Permission for outdoor masses is granted until further notice for those parishes 

benefitting from this alternative. 

• Outdoor Mass is still in question 
 
R.E.C (Marcello): 

• The F.I.T. ice cream social was a success; 44 people attended.  Marcello stated he got a lot of 
comments:  Thanks!; We had a Blast!  It seems a positive to continue, maybe do it right after 
Mass.  Rose suggested that during the Summer months it be done 1X a month.   

• Melonni said she was telling her neighbors about it and they were envious that our church is 
doing something!   

• Matt offered a BIG thank you to Bill & Jeannette List for putting the trivia together. 
 
 
Council Nominations (Mike/Bill):  

• Fourteen (14) of our parishioners have said YES to the nomination they received to run for 
council. 

• Deacon Tom will work with Paige to get the information on our website, so parishioners can 
vote, as we did for nominations.  Need to be offered since we are still not fully open. 

• The bio’s of those nominated will be placed in the bulletin and online from May 29 to June 6.  
Ballots, pencils and election boxes will be placed in the Narthex & RE Hallway; Online voting also 
accepted. 

• Jeannette made a suggestion that, next year, whoever is on the Nominating committee, a 
chairperson be appointed.  Mike stated that is a great suggestion and a note will be made. 

 

Council Chair & Vice Chair for 2021-2022 Elect (Mike):  

• Accepted nominations for Council Chair: Melonni Shields, Marcello Medini and Rick Eyer 

• Declined nominations for Council Chair:  Betty Jean Schultz, Jackie Owsinski and Bob Poling 

• Accepted nomination for Council Vice Chair:  Mike Makhlouf 

• Mike asked those Council Members eligible to vote to email their vote for Council Chair & Vice 
Chair to Trina Siegrist; she will tabulate and report results. 

 

 

 

 



Open Items  

 

Young Adults Slated for Pastoral Council (Father) 

• No report 

  

 

New Business 

 

New Parishioner Welcome Dinner (Mike) 

• Tabled will look at in new Council year. 

 

Church World Service (Jeannette) 

• Take this off of New Business 

 

Upcoming Dates: - June 3rd at the 11:00 AM Mass, the senior Altar servers will be recognized. 

Pastor's comments:  

Father Tizio:  Without Father O’Blaney being around things have run very well; thanked the Staff for 

that. Has noticed more are coming back to Mass; welcomed Jackie Owsinski back to the Music Ministry, 

after successful hand surgery.  Had good First Communion Masses (2) and Confirmation Mass.  Father 

also thanked the outgoing council members for their service to our parish! 

Additional Comments: 

• Jeannette – Parish specific outreach for Mental Health help.  Deacon Tom stated it would require 

someone with special training to meet this need.  He stated that Cathy Cruz expressed interest in 

addressing this.   

Father Tizio offered the closing prayer. 

Next meeting:  June 22nd at 7:00 PM in either the Pavilion or SJH; after a brief meeting, a social event 

will take place to welcome new council members and stay good-bye to those departing council – 

spouses are welcome.  Current members are asked to bring finger foods and liquid beverages for 

sharing! 

 

Respectfully Submitted:  Trina Siegrist 


